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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
UPDATED SERIES 


NOTABLE MOVEMENTS 


Labour force 


Industrial disputes 


Housing and construction 


Engineering construction 


Prices 


Retail turnover 


Motor vehicle registrations 


Series updated since the January 1997 issue are: labour force, industrial 
disputes, housing finance; building approvals, consumer price index; 
engineering construction; retail turnover, and new motor vehicle 
registrations. A feature article on the Transition from Education to Work 
in the ACT is included on page 6. 


The trend number of persons employed in the ACT has fallen for each 
of the last 15 months from a peak of 159,700 persons in October 1995 
to 152,200 persons in January 1997. Over the same period, the trend 
number of persons unemployed increased from 12,000 to 13,700 with 
the trend unemployment rate increasing from 7.0% to 8.2%. The trend 
unemployment rate declined from 8.4% in December 1996 to 8.2% in 
January 1997, The trend participation rate has decreased from 74.5% to 
70.8% over the period October 1995 to January 1997. 


In October 1996, there were 141 working days lost per 1,000 employees 
in the ACT compared with 132 working days lost per 1,000 employees 
nationally. For the ACT, this was the second highest rate of working days 
lost per thousand employees since the 145 reported for the year ended 
June 1988. 


The trend number of dwelling units approved in the ACT increased by 
1.3% to 153 dwelling units in December 1996, This compares to 227 
dwelling units approved in December 1995. Nationally the total number 
of dwelling units approved increased by 1.1% in December 1996. 


The trend number of dwelling units financed (inckhudes refinancing) in 
the ACT during December 1996 dropped to 820 dwellings, a fall of 1.3%. 
The trend estimate for the value of commitments in the ACT in 
December 1996 was $85.6 million, a decrease of 0.3% on the previous 
month. 


The value of engineering construction activiry done during the 
September quarter 1996 feil by 10% in the ACT and 9.8% for Australia 
from the previous quarter. This decline follows a significant rise in the 
value of engineering construction activity in the June quarter 1996 where 
an increase of 33% for the ACT and 21% for Australia was recorded. 


The ACT recorded no movement for the All Groups CPI between the 
quarters of September 1996 and December 1996, while annually there 
was an increase of 1.2%. Nationally the All Groups CPI increased by 0.2% 
over the December quarter 1996 and 1.5% over the year. 


The trend estimate for retail turnover in the ACT for December 1996 was 
$195.7 million, up slightly on the previous month's figure of 

$195.4 million. ACT trend retail turnover increased by 0.2% since the 
previous month, while the national trend retail rurnover decreased 0.3% 
on the previous month. 


The trend estimate for new motor vehicle registrations for the ACT in 
December 1996 was 822. The series has declined for each of the months 
since January 1996 which recorded 1,055 new vehicles registered. 
Nationally, the trend for total new registrations in December 1996 
recorded its seventh consecutive monthly fall, representing a 3.3% 
decline since May 1996. 
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FEATURE ARTICLE TRANSITION FROM EDUCATION TO WORK OF WORKING AGE 
PERSONS IN THE ACT 


The May 1996 Transition from Education to Work survey reported 
45,383 persons aged 15-64 studying for a recognised educational 
qualification in the ACT, while a further 1,535 students were in courses 
less than the equivalent of one full-time semester's duration and 3,750 
were studying but not for a qualification. 


Total students in May 1996 numbered 50,668, amounting to almost 25% 
of the population aged 15-64, an increase of 5.8% (2,919) since May 
1995, This is considerably higher than the national ‘figures of 18% and 
4% respectively. 


Students in recognised educational courses were almost equally divided 
between males and females, in both schools and tertiary institutions. 
There were 12% more females (2,098) than males (1,652) in 
non-recognised educational courses. 


Higher education was reported as the type of educational institution 
attended for 44% (22,331) of total students, while 28% (14,209) were at 
a school, 19% (9,455) were at Technical and Further Education (TAFE) 
and 9% (4,675*) were at other educational! institutions. 


Just over 59% of total students indicated they were in full-time or 
part-time employment in May 1996. A further 32% were not in the 
labour force and the remaining 9% were unemployed. 


Over 15,000 persons aged 25-64 were studying for a recognised post 
school qualification, of whom 64% (9,717) were enrolled at a higher 
education institution. 


In May 1996, 53,059 persons stated that they had attended an 
educational institution during 1995, of whom 66% were full-time. 


In the 1996 survey, 3,874 persons in the ACT indicated that they had 
gained placement in an educational institution in 1996 but had deferred 
their study to a later date, while 1,126* had been unable to gain a place. 


The survey showed that 20,060 persons were studying in 1995 bur had 
ceased study before May 1996. Of these persons 57% (11,405*) had been 
attending recognised educational courses, 10% (1,998) had been in 
secondary school courses, 10% (1,945) were in courses lasting less than 
the equivalent of one full-time semester and 24% (4,712) had been in 
study that would not result in a qualification. At the time of the survey 
40% (7,998) of the 20,060 persons who were studying in 1995 but had 
ceased study in 1996, reported having obtained either full or part-time 
employment, 


In May 1996, 110,185 persons, or 53% of the ACT population aged 
15-64, had recognised post-school qualifications. This is over 10% higher 
than the national figure of 42%. Of these 83% (91,714) were employed, 
4% (4,546) were unemployed with the remaining 13% (13,926) not in 
the labour force. 


Labour force participation rates for persons with recognised past-school 
qualifications remain higher (87%) than for those without qualifications 
(78%). Both are above the national rates. Unemployment rates for 
persons with qualifications (4.7%) are less than half that for those 
without qualifications (11%). 
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The number of apprentices reported in May 1996 was 912*, a decrease 
of 49% (888) since May 1995. Of the total apprentices in May 1996 65% 
(595*} were employed in the private sector with the remaining 35% 
(317*) employed in the public sector. 


PARTICIPATION RATES OF PERSONS WITH AND WITHOUT POST-SCHOOL 
QUALIFICATIONS 
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UNEMPLOYMENT RATES OF PERSONS WITH AND WITHOUT POST-SCHOOL 
QUALIFICATIONS 
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1 AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS EXPECTATIONS: SALES, MARCH QUARTER 
1997/DECEMBER QUARTER 1997, EXPECTED AGGREGATE CHANGE 


Australian 
Capital 
Territory Australia 
Period cee __ % a 
Short-term 
Dee qtr 1995-Mar qtr 1996 0.5 -0,2 
Mar qtr 1996—-Jun qtr 1996 1.8 2.3 
Jun gtr 1996-Sep gtr 1996 0.4 1.6 
Sep qtr 1996—Dec qtr 1996 -0.3 1.6 
Dec gtr 1996-—Mar qtr 1997 1.1 0.4 
Medium-term 
Dec qtr 1995-Dec qtr 1996 3.8 44 
Mar gtr 1996-Mar gtr 1997 2.3 4d 
Jun gtr 1996—Jun atr 1997 1.4 3.6 
Sep gtr 1996-Sep qtr 1997 1.4 3.4 


Dec_gtr 1996-Dec gtr 1997 ca 2.200 3.4 


Australian Capital Territory 


Australia 
Change from Change from 
Same Same 
period period 
Latest Previous previous Latest Previous previous 
Indicatoer_— | _ ee Unit figure period year figure __period year 
POPULATION, VITAL AND LABOUR 
POPULATION, Jun gtr 96 ‘000 «6307.5 O.4 1.1 18289,1 0.3 1.3 
Natural increase na, 858 15.9 5.9 31176 -10.2 3.2 
Net migration na. 205 75,1 -144,1 19 330 45.3 ~18.8 
Teta! increase no. 1063 -31.9 208.1 50 506 -27,.9 -9.8 
LABOUR FORCE, Jan 97 
Original series 
Employed ‘000 =—:150.9 -1.7 -2,.8 8 296.3 2.4 1.4 
Unemployed 000 15,2 7.8 4.4 853.8 6.0 2.7 
Unemployment rate(a} % 9,2 0.8 0.6 9.3 0.6 0.1 
Participation rate(a} Ye 70.9 -0.7 -2.5 63.2 -1.4 0.1 
Long-term unemployed, Dec 96 no. 2 727 -17.1 10.4 225645 2.6 2.3 
Long-term unemployed as percentage 
total unemployed, Dec 96{a) — 19,4 -6.5 0.2 28.0 -1.8 -15 
Trend series 
Employed ‘000: 152.2 -O.1 -3.5 8419.0 O.1 1.2 
Unemployed ‘000 13.7 -1.4 7.0 791.5 -0.3 3.4 
Unemplayment rate (a) % 8.2 0,2 OF 8.6 _ 0.2 
Participation ratefa) % 70.8 0,2 -2.8 63.6 — 0.2 
JOB VACANCIES, Nov 96 "006 1.4 55.6 _ 62.3 -1L9 41.1 
INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES IN PROGRESS, Oct 96 
Working days lost ‘000 0.0 —100.0 -100.0 40.3 18.5 49.4 
Days lost per ‘COO employees (year ended 
Oct 96) no. 141.0 OF 1466.7 132.0 -4.3 45.4 
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION 
HOUSING FINANCE, Dec 96 
Secured commitments to individuals for 
Original series 
Construction of dwellings $m 6.9 3.0 23.2 484.6 -6.5 15.6 
Purchase of new dwellings $m 6.6 8.2 ~25.8 190.1 -16.0 23.6 
Purchase of established dweilings $m 51.2 -1.9 11.1 3 228.6 0.4 23.4 
Total housing commitments $m 64.0 4.6 13.1 3 903.3 -1.9 22.4 
Seasonally adjusted series 
Total housing commitments $m 90.5 7.4 9.2 4219.1 6.6 20.3 
Trend series 
Dwelling units financec no. 820 -1.3 -4.3 40 190 0.1 4.3 
Total housing commitments sm 85.6 0.3 0.2 4136.5 0.7 11.3 
BUILDING APPROVALS, Dec 96 
Original series 
Dwelling units no. 61 -66.8 ~23.8 9797 -12.6 40.9 
Value of new residential $m 6.9 -65.7 -26.6 961.4 -14.8 13.0 
Value of residential alterations and 
additions $m 1.6 36.0 -33.3 1741.2 =27,5 9.1 
Value of non-residential $m 15.8 33.3 ~-17.7 966.9 42.3 53.0 
Value of total building $m 24,3 47.5 683.9 2 099.6 -30.9 28.0 
Trend series 
Dwelling units no. 153 1.3 -32.6 10 931 14 7.6 
BUILDING COMMENCEMENTS, Sep gtr 96 
New houses no. 210 ~38.6 -39.3 20 461 -17 ~14.1 
Value of houses commenced $m 25.6 -28.7 -31.0 2 202.3 0.2 ~9.4 
Value of non-residential building commenced $m 108.8 -26.4 76.3 2 936.6 0.3 19.3 
Value of total commencements Sm 156.2 ~26.7 12,9 6 556.6 ~2.0 1.1 
PRICE INDEXES 
Fstablised house price index, Sep qtr 96 (1989-90=100.0) 127.2 0.2 -0.6 114.0 0.4 1.2 


For footnotes see end of table. 


— 


Australian Capital Territory 


Austratia 


Se eee eee ee eae 


; Latest Previous 
Indicator _ Unit figure period 
PRICES, WAGES AND CONSUMER 
SPENDING 
CPI, Dec gtr 96 1989-90=100.0 
Food {1989-90=100.0) 122.0 1.4 
Housing {1989-90=100.0) 107.9 -3.7 
Transportation {1989-90=100.0) 130.2 1.0 
All groups {1989-90=100.0) 121.4 — 
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS, Aug 96 
Orginal series 
Males $ 762.0 2.6 
Females $ 6545.6 0.8 
Persons $ 647.7 1.0 
Trend series 
Males $ 756.2 0.5 
Females $ 6550.5 2.6 
Persons $ 648.3 i.0 
RETAIL TURNOVER, Dec 96 
Original series 
Food retailing $m B74 78 
Department stores $m 45.3 73.8 
Hospitality and services $m 32.5 3.5 
All other retailing $m 94.4 43.0 
Totat $m 259.6 27.4 
Trend series 
Food retailing $m 74.2 0.8 
Department stores $m 23.8 — 
Hospitality and services $m 29.9 0.3 
All other retailing $m 63.8 1.6 
Total $m 195.7 0.2 
TOURISM AND TRANSPORT 
HOTELS, MOTELS AND GUEST HOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, Jun qtr 96 
Original series 
Room nights ‘O00 «245.9 8.9 
Takings at current prices $m 20.3 12.8 
Takings at 1989-90 prices $m 16.7 12.1 
Room occupancy rate(a) % 57.5 -6.0 
Seasonally adjusted series 
Room nights 000 «223.7 10.7 
Takings at current prices $m 20.7 15.0 
Takings at 1989-90 prices $m 174 14.8 
Trend series 
Room nights O00 214.7 2.8 
Takings at current prices $m 19.6 3.7 
Takings at 1989-90 prices $m 16.1 3.2 
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS, Dec 96 
Motor vehicles no. 791 8.2 
Seasonally adjusted moter vehicles no. 730 7.1 
Trend motor vehicles no. 822 -2.3 


For footnotes see end of table. 


Change fram Change from 
Same same 
period period 

previous Latest Previous previous 
a HEAT figure period _ year 
2.7 119.4 0.9 3.2 
-3.5 103.2 -2.7 -2.7 
2.4 124.5 0.9 1.8 
1.2 120.3 0.2 1.5 
4.0 673.5 0.3 2.9 
6.7 445.1 0.9 3.6 
3.9 566.6 0.4 3.4 
2.7 676.2 0.7 2.8 
6.5 446.4 1.2 3.6 
3.5 569.2 0.9 3.3 
2.8 4695.1 3.8 1.2 
-3.0 1837.9 69.9 -4.1 
6.2 1 966.0 12.8 6.8 
13.5 4700.3 34.4 1.9 
5.7 13 199.3 24.4 0.1 
43 4189.3 -D.4 3.7 
0.4 968.1 0.2 0.1 
5.3 1655.1 1.0 6.2 
10.0 3331.0 0.3 1.4 
6.6 10143.5 -0.3 0.9 
3.2 8 788.8 -3.9 3.0 
57 835.8 -4.3 10.5 
1.8 697.0 -5.0 7.1 
5.2 56.1 -2.9 one 
2.8 9178.8 -0.2 3.0 
5.1 888.4 1.8 10.6 
2.4 740.9 14 7.1 
-0.5 9203.1 0.5 2.9 
1.6 838.4 2.3 10.3 
-1.8 739.9 1.6 6.7 
“24.2 54 586 1.8 77? 
-26.5 54 038 -O.4 3.8 
-21.9 53 O72 0,4 1.9 


2 _ AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY BUSINESS INDICATORS, FEBRUARY 1997 — continued _ ; 
Australian Capital Territory Australia 


Change fram Change from 
Same Same 
period period 
Latest Previous previous Previous previous 
Indicator _ . Unit figure ss period =—i(i<é$vear Latest figure period year 
AGGREGATE INDICATORS 
STATE ACCOUNTS, Sep qtr 96(b) 
Original series 
Gross State product at av. 1989-90 
prices $m 2076 ~6.1 1.3 108 823 1.5 4.1 
Gross State product at current prices $m 2 528 -5.1 5.7 123 107 0.6 5.5 
State final demand at av. 1989-90 
prices $m 2 806 -9.3 4.5 107 822 -1.8 3.2 
Private final consumption expenditure $m 1 449 2.0 3.1 77 B75 1.9 4.6 
Private gross fixed capital expenditure $m 175 -11.6 3.3 20 307 ~1.1 6.5 
Trend series 
Gross State product at av. 1989-90 
prices $m 2 142 -0.9 2.9 110 058 6.5 3.8 
Gross State product at current prices $m 2611 0.4 6.0 125 420 14 5.9 
State final demand at ay. 1989-90 
prices $m 2 BE4 -2.6 -3.4 108 871 0.5 3.5 
Private final consumotion expenditure $m 4435 0.7 3.5 78 064 0.9 5.2 
Private gross fixed capital expenditure $m 185 -4.6 -1.1 20 437 2.4 7.6 


fa} Change shown in terms of percentage points. 
tb} State estimates are not comparable to national estimates for June quarter 1995 due to revised aggregates in Australian National Accounts, State 
Accounts (5242.0), 


Source: ABS Catalogue nos: 3101.0, 5242.0, 5609.0. 6202.0, 6203.0, 6302.0, 6321.0, 6354.0, 6401.0, 6408.0, 6416.0, 8501.0, 8634.0, 
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4 ___ AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY IN RELATION TO THE REST OF AUSTRALIA — PERCENTAGE CHANGES 


Indicator ne _ ___datest period NSW Wie. __ Old SA _WA Tas. NT ACT Aust. 
POPULATION Jun gtr 96p 0.3 a2 05 O12 0.4 a O.1 0.4 0.3 
LABOUR FORCE 

Ermployed persons {trend} Jan 97 0.3 0.3 _ _ O41 -03 -09 -01 oO. 

Unemployment tate (trend) Jan 97 — Oi — O21 0.1. -O.1 0.1 -O0.2 — 
STATE ACCOUNTS(a) 

Gross State product at 1989-90 prices (trend) Sep atr 96 0.9 0.2 1.3 _— 6.3 -0.5 O04 -09 0.5 

Gross State product at current prices (trend) Sep qtr $96 1.6 1.0 13 -0.3 _ 0.9 0.8 0.4 4.4 
BUILDING APPROVALS 

Dwelling, units approved Dec 96 -13.8 7.0 -19.0 -16.0 -82 89 46.1 -668 -126 

Dwelling units approved (trend) Dec 36 18 -+6 O02 -10 15 -1L2 0.6 1.3 4.1 

Value of non-residential building approved Dec 96 -43.2 ~22.0 -51.7 -29.5 -71.9 -39.7 57,1 -33.3 442.3 

Value of all buildings approved Dec 96 -33.6 -13.2 -37.3 -181 -41.1 -17.9 -12.4 -47.5 -30.9 
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION 

Value of engineering construction work done Seoqr96 -+-9.2 -20.5 9.5 -38.5 -13.3 -28.7 23.2 -10.0 -9.8 
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 

Full-time adult ordinary time (trend) Aug 96 1.4 0.3 1.2 O.7 0.7 0.9 1.1 OF 1.0 
RETAIL TRADE 

Retail turnover (trend} Dec SG 0.5 05 -10 05 -0.3 06 -13 0.2 -0.35 
HOTELS, MOTELS & GUEST HOUSE 

ACCOMMODATION 

Room nights occupied (trend) Jun gtr 96 _ 0.8 0.6 14 12 -2.6 -0.5 2.8 0.5 
NEW MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS 

Trend DecS96 -1.? 1006-14 06 -02 0.1 03 23 +04 


Latest period Syd. Melb. Bris. Adel, Perth Hob. Dar. Canb. Aust. 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 


Food Dec gtr 96 1.5 08 G3 1.3 04 O58 -O3 14 069 
Housing Decqtr96 24 -29 25 29 -29 -24 O09 —3.7 -2.7 
Transportation Dec gtr 96 14 0.8 0.9 0.9 0.5 1.8 0.3 1.0 0.9 
All Groups Decqr96 O.2 03 042 03 O01 02 0.1 00 02 
Average retail prices (cents} 
Milk, carton, supermarket sales Sep qtr 96 0.3 3.3 _ 0.9 3.3 _ 0.9 2.8 na. 
Bread, white loaf, sliced, supermarket sales Sep qir 96 05 103 1.6 9.2 2.2 9.9 2.1 -16 na. 
Beef, rump steak Sepqtr96 +48 -08 -30 -39 -O6 -88 1.4 -45 na. 
Chicken, frozen Sep qtro6 -7.0 1.2 10.0 6.0 45 6.7 0.3 6.6 na. 
Potatoes Sepqr96 36 -5.1 47 -43 6.2 13 -3.5 6.4 ta. 
Coffee, instant (jar) Sepqtr96 O5 -02 3.7 -36 O05 -25 -55 09 ha. 
Scotch nip, puolic bar Sep qtr 96 0.3 3.3 _— 2.5 _— 3.0 1.0 14 ma. 
Private motoring petrol, leaded Sepqrgeé -2.9 -O7 02 -3.0 -24 -156 — 32 na. 
Private motoring petrol, unleaded Sepqusé -3.2 -06 -30 -3.1 -24 -1? — 3.3 na. 


(a) Change shown in terms of percentage points. 
(b} State estimales are not comparable 10 national estimatics for June quarter 1995 due to revised aggregates in Austratian National Accounts, State 
Accounts (5242 0). 
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For more information .. . 


The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia’s 
economic and social conditions. Details of what is available in various publications and 
other products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products 
available from all ABS Offices. 


ABS Products and Services 


Many standard products are available from ABS bookshops located in each State and 
Territory. In addition to these products, information tailored to the needs of clients can 
be obtained on a wide range of media by contacting your nearest ABS Office. The ABS 
also provides a Subscription Service for standard products and some tailored information 
Services. 


National Dial-a-Statistic Line 
0055 86 400 


Steadycom P/L: premium rate 25¢/20 secs. 
This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year, for a range of important economic 
statistics including the CPI. 
Internet 
http:/Avww.abs. gov.au 


A wide range of ABS information is available via the Internet, with basic statistics 
available for each State, Territory and Australia. We also have Key National Indicators, 
ABS product release details and other information of general interest. 


Sales and Inquiries 


Keylink STAT.INFO/ABS. 


X.400 (C:Australia, PUB:Telememo,0:ABS, FN:STAT,SN: INFO} 
Internet stat. info@ahbs.telememo.au 
National Mail Order Service (06) 252 5249 
Subscription Service 1800 02 0608 
Information Inquiries Bookshop Sales 
SYDNEY (02) 9268 4614 (02} 9268 4620 
MELBOURNE (03) 9615 7755 (03) 9615 7755 
BRISBANE (O7) 3222 6351 (O7) 3222 6350 
PERTH (09) 360 5140 (09) 360 5307 
ADELAIDE {08) 8237 7100 (08) 8237 7582 
CANBERRA (06) 252 6627 (06) 207 0326 
HOBART (03) 6222 5800 (03) 6222 5800 
DARWIN (08) 8943 2111 (08) 8943 2111 
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